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STAFF COMMENT

The proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment is a Priority 1 Zoning Ordinance Amendment
Work Program item. The proposed amendment revises the Sgn provisions for temporary construction
ggnsand adds a new provision to dlow smdl temporary Sgns advertisng home improvements on
resdentia properties.

Currently, the Zoning Ordinance adlows, without the requirement for a sign permit, temporary
ggns advertisng resdentia subdivision developments and temporary congtruction sgnswhich identify
the name of the proposed development, the character of the buildings, and as a secondary use,
identification of the architects, engineers, contractors, redtors, and other individuas or firms involved
with the congtruction. A dgn for aresdentid subdivison islimited to amaximum area of 60 square feet
and amaximum height of 10 feet. Congtruction Sgns are limited in areato 32 square feet, with a
maximum height of eight feet. Both types of sgns must be removed within 14 days following the
completion of construction, but no sgn may remain displayed for more than two years, without asign
permit issued by the Zoning Adminigtrator.

As noted above, these provisions, based on the permitted sizes, were intended to address entire
developments and not congtruction on individud residentid lots. Over the years, it hes become
common practice, throughout the County, for contractorsto ingtal temporary sgnsin yards where they
are performing home improvements to dwdlings, such as painting or ingaling new sding or windows.
These Sgns are usudly displayed during the period of congtruction or work, and are usudly removed
shortly after the completion of the work. In responseto afew complaints received regarding these
sgns, saff determined that these signs are not adlowed under the Zoning Ordinance. A review of the
sgn regulaions for neighboring jurisdictions seems to indicate that Sgn regulations principaly address
temporary congruction signs for developments and not individual home improvements to dwellings.
However, in gaff’ s judgment, smdl temporary Sgns for this purpose, limited in Size and duration, could
be appropriately located in residentid areas; and, therefore, the proposed amendment adds provisions
to permit thistype of sgn.

Under the proposed amendment, atemporary sgn for home improvements to dwellings,
identifying the name of a contractor, architect, or firm involved with the congruction, would be alowed
withthe same sze and dimension as are permitted for red estate Sgns advertisng the sde, rentd, or
lease of a sngle family detached, attached, or multiple family dwelling unit. The sgn would be limited to
atotd dgn areaof four square feet, amaximum height of 9x feet and remova of the sgn would be
required within seven days after completion of the construction.

It is believed that the proposed amendment will gppropriately accommodate temporary signs for
contractors performing home improvements to dwelling units and therefore staff recommends approval
of the proposed amendment to Par. 3F of Sect. 12-103. It is noted that the proposed amendment aso
includes minor revisons to the exigting temporary congtruction Sgn provisons to clarify that new
commercid or industria developments may dso have a Sgn advertisng the new development and



dlowsfor temporary congruction Sgnsfor additions or dterations. It is recommended thet the
amendment be adopted as advertised, with an effective date of 12:01 AM on the day following
adoption.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT

This proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment is based on the Zoning Ordinance
in effect as of February 24, 2003, and there may be other proposed amendments
that may affect some of the numbering, order or text arrangement of the
paragraphsor sections set forth in thisamendment, which other amendments may
be adopted prior to action on this amendment. In such event, any necessary
renumbering or editorial revisions caused by the adoption of any Zoning
Ordinance amendments by the Board of Supervisorsprior to the date of adoption
of this amendment will be administratively incorporated by the Clerk in the
printed version of this amendment following Board adoption.

Amend Article 12, Signs, Part 1, General Provisions, Sect. 12-103, Permit Not Required and
Temporary Signsto Include Palitical Campaign Signs, by revising Par. 3F to read as follows:

3.

Except where specificaly qualified below, no permit shall be required for any of the following
temporary signs; however, all other applicable regulations of the Zoning Ordinance and those set forth in
Chapters 61 and 102 of The Code of the County of Fairfax, the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building
Code and Chapter 7 of Title 33.1 of the Code of Virginia shall apply to such signs.

F. Temporary signs associated with construction or aterations of residential, commercia, and

industrial buildings shall be permitted in accordance with the following:

(1)

Temporary signs agvertisiag for a new residential, subdivisten commercial or industrial
development, which identify the name of the proposed development, the character of the
building(s), enterprise(s), or the purpose for which the building(s) isintended. Such sign

shall belimited to one (1) in number, may be freestanding or building-mounted and shall be
limited to amaximum area of sixty (60) square feet, and if freestanding, a maximum height
of ten (10) feet.

In addition, temporary constructlon S| gns for whl-eh+den¥|-f-y4henameef—me-qusesed

te—the—+denﬂ#|eat+en—ef the proposed development or addltlons/alteratlons to an existing
development other than those provided for in Par. 3F(2) below, which identify the
architects, engineers, contractors, realtors and other individuals or firmsinvolved with the
construction but shall not include any advertisement of any product. Suchsign(s), not to
exceed one (1) per street frontage, may be freestanding or building-mounted, ard shall be
limited to a maximum area of thirty-two (32) square feet, and if freestanding, a maximum
height of eight (8) feet. No such sign shall be located closer than ten (10) feet to any lot
line.

Fhe Such sign(s) shal be located on the site of the eenstruetion-erresidential
sdbdivisien development and shall be removed within fourteen (14) days following
completion of construction. No such sign(s) shall be displayed for a period in excess of
two (2) years, except if construction has not been completed, a sign permit may be
obtained for an additional period as may be approved by the Zoning Administrator.

Temporary signsfor home improvementsto individua singlefamily detached, attached or
multiple family dwelling units. Such sign may identify the contractor, architect, or firm
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involved with the constructi on/improvement but shall not include any advertisement of any
product. Such sign shall not exceed atotal area of four (4) square feet and a maximum
height of six (6) feet, shall belimited to onein number and may befreestanding. Such sign
shall be removed within seven (7) days after construction/improvement is complete.




